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Autism Before Age 2

Retrospective 

Studies, Age 1 ï2

(n=8)

Prospective 

Studies , Age 1 ï2

(n=6)

Before First 

Birthday

Response to name P P ?

Looking at faces / Gaze P P ?

Joint attention P P ?

Shared affect P P ?

Stereotyped behaviors ? P ?

Regulatory / 

Temperament
? P ? 



Response to name 6 and 12 mon
Nadig et al, 2007

C:/Documents and Settings/StockmaA/Documents and Settings/Sally J. Rogers/My Documents/Waisman center talk/name call sample.wmv


Diagnostic Predictiveness of 

12-month Response to Name

Autism/ASD Other DD Typical

Fail 5 6 3

Pass 4 22 86

Autism/ASD outcomes: Se = .56 Sp = .92

Any DD outcomes: Se = .36 Sp = .97



What underlies response to name in 

high risk 12 month olds?

Receptive language ability? No , r=.18

Attention shifting object to object? no

Attention shifting object to person? Yes

Responding to name seems to involve social 

interest  



Face processing: Still face experiment 

at 3 and 6 months
Merin, Young, Rogers, Ozonoff

Typically developing 6 month old

Eye-Mouth Index =

[ Eye/(Eye+Mouth)]
Â Stability across 2 conditions 

(r=.66, p<.001)

Â Stability across age 3 to 6 

months (r=.45, p<.05)

Â Stability across stimuli: live 

interaction/ static slides (r=.59, 

p<.001)



Affect During Still Face @ 6 Months
Merin et al, 2007



Mouth Preference and Other 

Developmental Outcomes (Young et al, 2009

3 participants 

autism or ASD

9 participants 

developmental 

problems

SE = .184

SP = .774



Study of early motor 

development (Ozonoff et al, 2008)

Motivated by Teitelbaum et al. (1998)

ÂMovement abnormalities present in 17 of 17 children 
with autism by six months of age

ÂAsymmetries in crawling, rolling, sitting

Â Lack of protective reactions

ÂPersistent primitive reflexes (e.g., ATNR)

Â Low tone

ÂDelayed achievement of milestones

Â Home videotape methodology

ÂNo control group

ÂCoding not blind to group


